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THE DECORATION OF Mr. P. A. B. WIDENER'S 
HOUSE IN PHILADELPHIA.— IK 



Reception- Room. 

^T the left of the hall is the reception-room — a 
noble apartment, the woodwork being in the 
style of the Italian Renaissance in ebony and 
gold. The side-walls are in a terra cotta red, 
with a worked out pattern of gold and brorjze, 
J stenciled and retouched by hand, which adds 
a pleasing and harmonious effect. The mantel- 
piece is a masterpiece of carved woodwork, having a facing and 
hearth of old rose Numidian marble. The andirons, grate and 
fender are all special patterns by Mr. Herzog, in the Italian 




Renaissance style. The furniture is partly in the style of the 
Italian Renaissance, enlivened with an ebony suite in Louis XV. 
style, upholstered in satin damask. The window draperies and 
portieres are in soft brown silk velour. The ceiling, which is 
frescoed with Cupids and sky effects, is shaded down to the 
woodwork of the walls. The cove is enriched with a painted 
balcony railing, in imitation of iron scroll work, which is decor- 
ated at intervals with wreaths and natural flowers, Cupids and 
a peacock, and through the railing on one side is seen a 
pictorial representation of an Arabian mosque with landscape 
effects. The centre of the ceiling has a soft tracery of flowers in 
the form of a circular wreath, the flowers in part drifting across the 
sky to meet other drifts of flowers from the cove. The interior 
of the central panel is an arabesque of waving lines in gold. 
This ceiling design forms an exquisite canopy to the apartment. 
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Parlor. 

The parlor is on the right hand side of the hall, and is dec- 
orated in cream and gold, in the Empire style, the ceiling being 
a masterpiece of the decorator's art. It is composed of figures, 
scrolls, wreaths and flowers in plastic relief, decorated in soft 



wreaths. The frieze is decorated in plastic relief in the same 
style as the ceiling, and the various pilasters that divide 
the walls of the apartment into panels are decorated with 
scrolls, etc., also in plastic relief. There are two mantel- 
pieces in the room, both of which are composed of the very 
finest statuary marble inlaid with gold and topped off with pure 
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colors, rose and pearl tints predominating. The side walls 
are in cream, with stenciling in a soft lace-work pattern, 
and the canopy ceiling over the bay window is frescoed 
}n Empire scroll effects, with Cupids encircled with Empire 



white onyx shelves. The interior of the fire-place is composed 
of a mosaic in soft French cream color, with a design embedded 
in same of polished brass, just merely showing the edge thereof, 
which reflects the light from different points of observation. 
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The outside hearths are of mother-of-pearl, surrounded with 
fine lines of polished brass, and fawn colored marbles worked 
in a design of roses, with suitable borders to harmonize with 
the design of the ornament in the rest of the room. These two 
mantels alone cost five thousand dollars each. The carpet was 
made in Paris from a special design by the decorator, Mr. 



blue and pearl, making a 
appreciated by being seen. 



harmony of color that can only be 



Library. 

The sketch of the library shows that side of same which 
adjoins the hall, and through the open door we obtain a view 
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Herzog, the lines of the border harmonizing with the lines of 
the woodwork of the room, the principal color being a deep 
cream brown. The other colors are soft shades of rose madder, 



of the hallway. The sketch gives but a faint idea of the quietude 
of this room. The woodwork, including that of the bookcases 
is of walnut. The ceiling is constructed in heavy panels. The 
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side-walls are in a soft French grey tint, the decorations being 
in browns, accompanied by rich red gold effects. 

Mr. "Widener's Chamber. 

Mr. Widener 1 s chamber is on the sunny side of the house 
and is fitted up in blue and silver. It is more like a dream 
than a reality. The bedstead, bureau, mantel and furniture 
are of the very finest white mahogany. The ceiling is a splen- 
did design in lace-work of silver on a blue ground, with six 
panels, each of the panels being enriched with a Raphaelesque 
angel, the faces being the sweetest that can be protrayed. The 
fireplace is made of imported marble, with andirons and iron 
back and jams corresponding in style with the rest of the 
room. The carpet has a bluish ground with pale blue figure. 
The hangings are in light blue silk, interlaced with a silver 
design. 

All the work in the house that pertains to the fireplaces, 
mosaic work, fine brass work, inlays and wall tiling, was execut- 
ed by Messrs. Sharpless & Watts, of Philadelphia. The entire 
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effects, and that 



Introduction. 

HE great and increasing interest that 
is being taken nowadays in house 
decoration is one of the surest in- 
dications of an advancing civiliza- 
tion. A man is more surely known 
by his environment at home than 
by the company he keeps when 
abroad, and the study that is be- 
ing given to decorating and fur- 
nishing is a sure sign of advancing 
refinement. 

It is gradually being discovered 

laws and principles underlying all beautiful 

a mere arbitrary collection of costly articles in 
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decoration of the house, as stated, was under the supervision 
and executed by Mr. Greorge Herzog, artist and decorator, of 
1332 Chestnut St., of that city. 
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a house is almost certain to be unlovely, however beautiful 
the articles may be in themselves. A man may paint the floor 
of an apartment a deep blue, the ceiling brown, and the walls 
black, but no one with any pretensions to a knowledge of the 
theory of decoration, or with any pretensions to good taste 
would endorse such an application of color. 

The subject of furnishing and adorning a house is a subject 
that few properly understand, because it requires a special 



